
Box Elder County Land Use Management & Development Code 

Article 5: Regulations of General Applicability
 

 

 

Box Elder County Land Development & Management Code        5-7-1 
 
 

Chapter 5-7.  Telecommunication Facilities  
Box Elder Zoning Ordinance 
 
 
Sections 
 
 5-7-010 Purpose. 
 5-7-020 Scope. 
 5-7-030 Definitions. 
 5-7-040 General Regulations. 
 

5-7-010: Purpose. 

The purpose of this Chapter is to provide policies, standards, requirements, and procedures to 
regulate and control the placement, construction, and modification of all telecommunication 
facilities, but particularly wireless telecommunication towers and facilities as defined herein and 
ensure that all such facilities are consistent with the General Plan and are constructed and 
operated in a manner that will promote public health, safety, general welfare and the physical, 
social and economic development of the area. 
 
5-7-020: Scope. 
 
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all zoned and un-zoned areas of unincorporated Box 
Elder County. 

5-7-030:  Definitions. 

As used in this chapter: 
 

A. Abandoned:  A tower or project shall be considered abandoned when, once installed 
fails to operate for 24 months. 
 

B. Collocation: A telecommunications facility includes a single antenna support structure, 
but more than one telecommunications provider’s antennas and telecommunication 
equipment. 
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C. Equipment Enclosure: A structure, shelter, cabinet or vault used to house and protect 
the electronic equipment necessary for processing wireless communication signals and 
other telecommunication equipment. 
 

D. Height:  The height of a tower measured from natural grade to the tip of the tower or any 
attached antenna at its highest point. 

 
E. Lattice Tower:  A self-supporting multiple-sided, open steel frame structure used to 

support communication equipment. 
 

F. Monopole Facility:  An antenna or series of individual antennas mounted on a single 
cylindrical pole, including associated equipment. 
 

G. Radio/Telecommunications Tower: A structure intended for transmitting or receiving 
television, radio or telephone communications that is primarily supported by its own 
foundation. 

 
H. Roof Antenna:    An antenna or series of individual antennas mounted on a flat or 

pitched roof, mechanical room or penthouse of a building or structure.  This facility 
includes associated equipment.  
 

I. Telecommunications Equipment: Equipment used in a telecommunications facility 
other than the antenna, antenna support structure or equipment enclosures.  
Telecommunications equipment may include, but is not limited to, electronic equipment 
necessary for processing wireless communication signals, air conditioning, backup power 
supplies and emergency generators.  
 

J. Telecommunications Facility: An unmanned structure which consists of  “antennas”, 
“antennas support structures”, “telecommunications equipment”, and “equipment 
enclosures”, as defined herein, that transmit and/or receive voice and/or data 
communications through radio signals such as, but not limited to, “cellular” or “PCS” 
(personal communications system) communications and paging systems, whether 
commercially or privately operated. 
 

K. Utility Structure and Related Facilities: May include a building/structure that is 
constructed so as to provide assistance, benefit and aid, directly or indirectly, to a service 
such as electrical power, light, and forms of communication including telephone, 
telegraph, fiber optic signals, cellular service for both analog and digital signals, and 
radio  and television signals to name a few.  This is not intended to be all inclusive. 
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L. Utility Tower: A structure typically higher relative to surrounding structures that 
provides a service in the form of electrical power, light, or forms of communication, 
limited to telephone, telegraph and fiber optic signals.  Utility towers do not include 
towers used exclusively for wireless communications. 

 

5-7-040: General Regulations. 

A. All telecommunications facilities shall comply with federal, state and county regulations. 

B. Collocation is strongly encouraged to minimize the number of antenna support structures 
by collocation of multiple antennas on a single structure, and by encouraging the location 
of antennas on preexisting structures. 

C. Comply with the Telecommunications Act of 1996 by establishing regulations that: 
1. Do not unreasonably discriminate among providers of functionally equivalent 

services; 
2. Do not prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting the provision of 

telecommunications services; 
3. Are not based on any claimed environmental effects of radio frequency emissions 

to the extent that such facilities comply with the Federal Communication 
Commission’s regulations concerning such emissions; 

4. Ensure that all utility facilities and structures are located, installed, buffered, 
screened and maintained in a manner that will minimize the impact of such 
facilities and structures on nearby landowners and will not adversely affect the 
rural, agricultural, small town character and scenic beauty of Box Elder County. 
 

D. Types of Permits: 
1. New telecommunications facilities require a Conditional Use Permit;  
2. Collocation on existing structures require an Administrative Conditional Use 

Permit;  
3. Telecommunications site adjustment requires a Building Permit. 

 
E. Setbacks: All telecommunication facilities shall be setback at a distance equal to 110% of 

the total height of the tower from all property lines, inhabited structures, overhead utility 
lines, and public roads or public right-of-ways. 
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F. Signage: No commercial messages or signage shall be allowed on antenna supports 
(towers) or equipment, beyond safety warnings and one identification sign which are not 
greater than four (4) square feet in size. 
 

G. Fencing: A six (6) foot fence shall be erected around the perimeter of the 
telecommunication facility site. 

 
 


	Chapter 5-7.  Telecommunication Facilities
	5-7-010: Purpose.
	5-7-030:  Definitions.


